Effect of secretin upon the levels of pancreatic enzymes in blood serum.
We have evaluated the serum changes of trypsin, pancreatic isoamylase and lipase, after rapid infusion of secretin, in 45 patients with chronic pancreatitis compared with 35 healthy control subjects. On the basis of duodenal intubation results, chronic pancreatitis patients were divided into two subgroups at different levels of functional impairment. Using the peak activities of the enzymes we have been able to separate the two chronic pancreatitis subgroups by statistical difference; only trypsin distinguishes healthy control subjects from mild to moderate chronic pancreatitis. Therefore, we propose to put into clinical practice this serum provocative test to evaluate the functional damage of an established chronic pancreatitis.